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Declaration / 


Stephen E. Winegardner, declares and says: 
1. I was employed by Rexnord Corporation and its predecessors Link-Belt, FMC 

and PT Components continually from 1967 to 2002 and make this declaration based upon my 
personal knowledge. 


2. I am familiar with the products manufactured and sold by Rexnord and its 
predecessor businesses during that time. I have access to the business documents of Rexnord 
and its predecessor businesses, and, in particular, the Link Belt Chain Division of PT 
Corporation, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

3. Attached to this declaration as Exhibits 1 and 2 are sheets of design drawings, 
designated EX27820 and EX27821, and dated April 7, 1986. These documents have been 
maintained in the ordinary course of business as a business record by Rexnord and its 
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predecessor businesses, including the Link Belt Chain Division of PT Corporation. Exhibits 1 
and 2 are true copies of the original documents, which remain in the files of Rexnord 
Corporation. 

4. Exhibit 1 shows an end link for a conveyor chain with countersunk pitch holes. 
When this link is combined by means of spotwelding in an assembly, Exhibit 2, it provides 
countersunk pitch holes. The purpose of the countersunk pitch holes is to recess the heads of 
the link pins below the surface of the surrounding areas of the enclosure to protect them from / 
wear. 

5. Specifically, the chain link shown in Exhibit 1 is a end link of a conveyor chain 
of the type that provides a flat surface and is drivable between processing stations by, for 
example, a drive sprocket. Link pins connect the end links and other links of the conveyor 
together to form the chain. The link pins used with the end links shown in Exhibit 1 each have 
a non-circular section. 

6. The end link shown in Exhibit 1 has non-circular apertures with a shape that 
generally matches the non-circular section of the link pins. The non-circular apertures are 
highlighted in yellow on Exhibit L The non-circular apertures are countersunk within circular 
recesses. The end link is positioned at one edge of the flat surface of the conveyor. The depth 
of the two non-circular apertures is sufficiently great to enclose the head of the pin and recess 



it below the level of the surrounding areas of the link pin and thus form an enclosure member 
for the head of the pin. 

7. Link chains incorporating end links made in accordance with the design shown 
in Exhibit 1 were offered for sale, sold, known and used in the United States by the Link Belt 
Chain Division and known and used by the customers to whom the link chains were sold at 
least as early as 1986. Modifications to this design were made in August and September, 
1986, as also noted on Exhibit L 

8. An actual length of a link chain made in accordance with the design shown in 
Exhibit 1 is shown in photographs attached as Exhibits 3-5. The length of assembled chain 
shown in Exhibits 3-5 is a multi-link conveyor chain that provides a flat surface and is drivable 
between processing stations by, for example, a drive sprocket. Link pins connect the links 
together to form the chain. The chain includes end links according to the design in Exhibit 1. 
The link pins shown in Exhibits 3-5 each have a non-circular section. 

9. The end links shown in Exhibits 3-5 each have non-circular apertures with a 
shape that generally matches the non-circular section of the link pins. The non-circular 
apertures are countersunk within circular recesses. The end links are positioned at one edge of 
the flat surface of the conveyor. The degree of recess of the two non-circular apertures is 
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sufficiently great to enclose the head of the pin and recess it below the level of the surrounding 
areas of the end link. The heads of the link pins are therefore protected from wear. 


10. The length of link conveyor chain shown in Exhibits 3-5 is part of a chain made 
and sold in the United States by the Link Belt Chain Division of PT Corporation, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 

1 1 . The undersigned declares further that all statements made herein of his own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these ^statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 


Stepnen E. Winegardner, 
as agent for Rexnord Corporation 
/I5 Fh^ 2^oeo CoAPoOAVo^i 


Date: A/1/l4JfiH 24, e003 







